The Rescue Excavations
in Suq Haraj in 2005
Findings and Interpretation

(Juren Meister and Samar Karam)

1. Introduction

The restoration of Stiq Hargj and the removal of

its 20th century tarring and floor tiling has allowed a
small team of archaeologists and building
archaeologists (OIB/DAI/DGA)! to accompany the
restoration of the monument. On the one hand,
rescue excavations aimed to examine and document
the features unearthed during the construction work
and interpret them in their historical context. On the
other hand, two selective soundings sought to clarify
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crucial working hypotheses on the structural

development of the building. The soundings reinforce
the assumption that the west entrance to Stuq Haraj
had originally been closed by a back wall. It should
consequently be interpreted as a former shop
chamber. Observations have also supported the
hypothesis that the row of shops that forms the west
wing of the building constitutes the oldest construction
phase in Stiq Haraj. However, the existence of an
eastern counterpart to this row of shops in the area of
the present-day courtyard could not be confirmed.
Instead, both the selective soundings and the rescue
excavations have provided insight into the former
water supply and drainage system of the building in
particular and the city of Tripoli as a whole (Fig. 1).
This is especially true for the two water basins at the
centre of the courtyard and the adjacent water tower
(Arab. tali‘, locally called ga’im ma@’), both of which are
documented through historical photographs and local
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Fig. 1- Soundings in overview.

A- rescue excavations in the centre of the courtyard; B- sounding in the area of the western entrance; C- sounding in the northern area of the
courtyard; D- rescue excavations in the-north wing (plan: Meister 2007; drawings: L.ohmann — Scholz 2005).

315




The Restoration Project of SiqHaraj in Tripoli

oral history. A clay water pipe and a sewer junction
provide additional material evidence.

The soundings in the north wing of Stiq Hargj
indicate that the floor level of the shop chambers
once lay considerably higher than that of the adjacent
gallery and courtyard. The small finds -
predominantly pottery fragments — unearthed during
the excavations have been documented, described,
and evaluated (see contribution Shehadeh).

The findings will be contextualized and described
in terms of their functional and temporal relationships
in the following sections.
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Fig. 2- Rescue excavation in the centre of the courtyard.
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2. Rescue Excavations in the
Centre of the Courtyard

2.1 The Later Basin

The remains of a simple, square water basin (side
length approx. 150 cm) was unearthed between the
two columns in the courtyard about 10 cm below the
former floor level. It was built on top of a larger basin
of a decorative fountain, which was partially
disassembled or destroyed (Fig. 2). A photograph
from the early nineteen-twenties showing the large
basin intact provides evidence that the conversion
must have been carried out at a later date (Fig. 3). In

E- later basin; F- earlier basin (plan: Meister 2007; drawings: L.ohmann — Scholz 2005).

316




Stefan Weber et al.

the course of the conversion, the basin's side walls
were dismantled except the lowermost stone layer.
Since the basin was sunken, the upper edge of this 20
cm stone layer barely reached above the surrounding
floor level of the early 20t century. In order to adjust
the inside floor level to the outside level, the bottom
of the new basin was installed almost on par with the
top of the preserved stone layer. This layer thus served
as a base for the new side walls, at least parts of its
southern possibly also its western side. Since the later
basin is considerably smaller, additional constructive
elements had to be inserted to form the base (Fig. 4).
It is still unclear whether the two monolithic blocks
integrated for this purpose at the northern and eastern
side were in fact recycled from the removed north wall
of the earlier basin.

Fig. 3-- The earlier basin .on a historic photograph of the early
1920s, view from west (IFPO).
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The only preserved remnant of the inside of the
later basin is a shallow square depression with 90 cm
edges. This depression is completely covered by a
thin, white-coloured seal that was applied to a
brownish plaster grounding. The grounding was
reinforced with plant fibres and is spotted with
inserted sherd fragments (Fig. 5). A plughole with a
diameter of approx. 10 cm was found in the north-
eastern area of the basin. Though its side walls are not
preserved, a thickness of 25 cm can be reconstructed
by measuring the distance between the preserved
basin's depression and the edge of a cement screed
situated on top of the aforementioned stone block,
which indicates the outer edge of the former basin's
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Fig. 4- Later (E) and earlier (F) basin, view from noi
2005).

Fig. 5- Later basin, north-western inner corner, detail (Meister

2005).
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Fig. 13- Historic sewage channel in the area of the western
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continuation of the excavated sewage
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