The Restoration Project of SuqHaraj in Tripoli

The Pottery Collection
of Siiq Haraj
(Lana Shehadeh)

The rescue excavation of Suq Haraj yielded a
diversity of pottery remains, the earliest of which date
to the 13th century. This article aims at providing an
overview and analysis of the findings, which were
divided into 10 main collections, three of which are
surface finds, that constitute the most extensive
collection. The overall pottery analysis yielded four
main forms of ware, all of local origin; three of which
were well worked pottery and comprise both wheel
made and hand made vessels. The fourth ware,
although very course includes a variety of vessels,
mainly drainage pipes that were not as worked as
those of the previous threel.

The Wares

Ware I: a refined ware that is composed of a clean
clay with very minimal amounts of inclusions. The
inclusions which make up only 5% of the ware are
mainly that of chalice.

Ware II: a partially porous ware. This ware
differentiates from the above in that it contains more
inconsistencies composed of both chalice and lime.
The lime remnants within the clay leave a void which
is usually circular in shape. The inconsistencies in this
ware make up ca. 50% of the clay.

Ware III: in comparison to the above wares, one
may consider this to be a rather course form of ware.
The clay is filled with inclusions that vary in size and
in form. Within this ware remains of coal, chalice, lime
and stone were found. This ware however is different
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from the last form (ware IV, see below) of very course
ware in that it was used for the making of more
refined pieces, that is to say glazed plates and bowls
were made using this form of clay.

Ware IV: the final form of ware is composed of a
very course clay that includes remnants of stone and
other inclusions of lime, chalice, calcined bone, grog,
and metallic remains identified by the forms of voids
they create. This form of clay was mainly used in the
construction of the clay pipes that were retrieved
around the fountain and also in the sherds of the very
few cooking pots that were found.

The Collection

Rescue excavation works began during the
renovation of the stig where during the removal of the
20th century floor tiling, certain structures were found
(see contribution of Meister / Karam). Ten areas were
examined and the corresponding pottery collected.
Starting from the fountain which appeared within the
courtyard, three main collections were made related
to this structure. In the courtyard another two
collections were gathered, one related to the finds
from the eastern entrance of the yard, and the other
from the channel structure, north of the fountain. Two
more compilations, coming from within shops 1 and
2 were made, ending the stratified collections. The
remaining three collections are those labeled surface
finds that make up unstratefied material which
appeared during the earth-moving works on the
construction site (vard, street, shop). These collections
made up most of the total amount of the sherds
collected.

Techniques of Glaze
and Decoration

Dating back to the Mamluk period (see
contribution Weber), Stiq Haraj revealed numerous
amounts of glazed ware. Therefore, prior to beginning
our description of the material remains, it is essential
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Location Pottery | Glass Metal Special finds
Fountain 10 sherds | 13 fragments | 10 recent 2 stones; 1 brush
north pieces 4 porcelain sherds
Fountain 10 recent
south pieces
Fountain 23 fragmments 22 recent 9 water pipes; 1 stone 5 porcelain; 1
west pieces recent coin; 1 prosthesis dental
Yard 13 sherds |
entrance
Channel yard | 53 sherds | 6 fragments | 7 recent 2 bones; 1 worked bone
pieces
Shop 1 22 sherds | 3 fragments
Shop 2 17 sherds o
[ Surface finds | 26 sherds | 3 fragments | 2 recent
street pieces
Surface finds | 50 5 fragments | 1 piece 9 water pipes; —
yard pottery 1 new coin; 1 stone
sherds
(lamp and
pipe)
. Surface finds | 7 pottery 1cement tile; 1 recent tile
shop sherds
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to make a small note on the types of glazes that are
used in the making of pottery.

There are two main types of glazes that are used in the
decoration of pottery: Over-glazes and Under-glazes.

I. Over-glaze: the glaze itself is used as a color.
This type of glaze is not durable however, the glazes
make the colors more vibrant.

II.  Under-glazes: one uses regular colors to paint
the pottery and then covers that with a clear glaze.
This technique has a limited color and design option,
where the colors are not very strong and designs are
not well defined. The advantage of under-glazes, is
that the pottery becomes more durable.

Within the techniques of over and under-glazing,
various decorative techniques have been witnessed in
the Stig Haraj collection. Those include:

- Polychrome decoration: where at least two line
forms are found painted on the ware with no incisions
made. This technique is found in both over and
under-glazing practice.

- Single color glaze: an over-glaze where no
designs are employed. The glaze is placed onto the
vessel and then fired.

- Multi-color glazes: similar to the above technique;
however in this category at least two colors are used.

- Splashed glazes: where two colors were used to
glaze the ware, one color serves as a base for the
vessel, and the other is splashed on with a brush
forming line designs with a splashed effect2.

The Forms

The distinctive aspect of the Stq Haraj collection
is that the pottery sherds retrieved were mainly related
to daily used wares that were rather well worked.
92% of the sherds belonged to wheel made pottery,
where glazes were used on all four divisions of the
wares found.

Forms that have been collected from the area
mainly included small and large bowls (76%) with
both flat bases and high ring bases, ibrigs (3%) with
long necks and short spouts, and finally cooking pots
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(16%) that have been fired haphazardly. The
remaining 5% include coarse ware handles, a lamp
and remains of chibouk pipes3.

Ware I (P1. 1 and Fig. 1)

This refined clay was mainly found in the usage of
small bowls, and for the lamp sherd. Although these
bowls were not decorated extensively, they were very
well fired and all composed of wheel made vessels.

Three main types of rims were found (labeled
according to ware type, rim or base, then number
form; example: I.r.1 Ware I Rim r Type 1):

Type Lr.1.: outward articulated triangular rim: where
the rim was pinched outwards to form a triangle on
the wall of the vessel.

Type L.r.2.: double outwards articulated rims forming
a ‘V’ shape on to the wall of the vessel.

Type L.r.3.: inwards articulated circular rims that are
pinched inwards forming a circular form to the tip of
the vessel and a “V” shape to the wall.

The largest of these vessels measures 20cm at its
opening and all the bases found related to this ware
type were ring bases of which two main types were
found:

Type Lb.1.: thin vertical circular bases: where not
much work was done for the base, the walls of the
base, that was thin, ran down vertically on both the
inner and outer sides, with a circular base to the
vessel.

Type Lb.2.: inward articulated bases: where the base
was pinched inwards, forming a very slight protrusion in
the outer wall, and a concave curvature to the inner wall.

Ware II (P. 2 and Fig. 2)

Like ware I these forms are all wheel made forms
in which the clay is not too impure. The bowls, where
both large and small are found, are more likely to be
decorated using glazes. Four main forms of rims are
attested in this ware: '

Type IL.r.1.: inwards articulated circular rims: where
the rim is barely pinched inwards with a circular shape
to it.
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2 {Fountain)
0 .5 10em
Pl 1- Ware type 1 composed of a rather refined clay. All made of Pl. 2- Ware type 2 composed of wheel made pottery varying in sizes
wheel made pottery, collection mainly composed of up small bowls. both large and small.
Fig. 1- Examples of ware type 1 composed of a rather refined clay. Fig. 2- Examples of ware type 2 composed of wheel made pottery
All made up of wheel made pottery, collection mainly composed of varying in sizes both large and small (Meister 2005).

up small bowls (Meister 2005).
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