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Four hundred years of Ottoman government and culture (1516-1918) left a dis-
tinctive imprint on the urban centres of Bilad al-Sham,' as well as in some rural
areas like the Lebanese Mountains. Walking through the markets (sitg) or the
residential quarters of cities like Aleppo, Damascus, Sidon, Tripoli or Jerusalem,
we see to a very large extent the remains from the Ottoman period. Other dynas-
ties and periods, for Syria especially, Hellenistic, Roman and Umayyad town
planning (661-750) and the many constructions and urban interventions first of
all during the Ayyubid (1176-1260) and Mamluk (1260-1516) era, had a strong
impact on the shaping of cities. But with a very few exceptions, nearly all houses
and commercial buildings were constructed during the Ottoman period. Many
urban centres were significantly modified by the construction of important pub-
lic buildings during the first one hundred years of incorporation into the empire
and took on a different pattern over the following centuries, especially in the
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This article tries to identify the main architectural and urban characteristics of
the different phases of Ottoman rule and to understand the architecture and cul-
tural production of an Arab society in the Bilad al-Sham within the framework
of local traditions and adoption of foreign models. Applying the question of
multiculturalism to civil urban architecture in the main cities of Ottoman Bilad
al-Shiam, the concepts of race and religion are of minor importance. The mar-
kets, houses (bayt), bathhouses (hammdm), schools (madrasa), and caravanserais
(khan) of Muslims, Christians, Jews, Kurds, Arabs, and Turks, etc., do not differ
from each other or only minimally.? Houses of all sects and ethnic groups visited
during our surveys in different cities of the region are—despite some symbols of
religious identity (like crosses or paintings of Christian or Muslim motifs or He-
brew inscriptionsj—identical in décor and layout but differ in size, layout, deco-

1 Today Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, Palestine, and Israel. After the Ottoman conguest in 1516,
Bilid al-Sham was subdivided in 1529 into the three provinces (iyale/ sydlat or pagalik)
Aleppo (Halal), Damascus (al-Shim) and Tripoli (Taniblus) to which Sidon (Saydid) was ad-
ded as a fourth pagalek in 1660, This article is based on a research project on Ottoman ar-
chitecture in Damascus, Sidon, Tripoli and Mont Liban, located in the German Institute
of Archaeology in Damascus and the Orient Insttute in Beirut (see: www.oidmg.org/
weber/index.htm), 1 would like to thank Hans Theunissen for his critical reading.

2 Except 19" and early 20 century Jerusalem and to a certain extent Beirut.
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ration and material by vectors like the regional setting, the social class of the
owner and the period of construction. Although David could identify a different
living pattern of a European consular and merchant family in Aleppo, the
French or local consul in Sidon and Tripoli both lived in very Ottoman style
houses.” For many parts of Bilad al-Shim the question of defining multicultural
urban patterns on ethnic or religious lines remains secondary, and it makes much
more sense to distinguish different sources of inspiration for urban society in
terms of time and social class, as we will see, Thus the definition of multicultur-
alism in this article will not be based on the existence of the many different eth-
nic or religious groups that formed a very complex society throughout the Ot-
toman period. Multiculturalism in architecture will be discussed here in the light
of cultural trends that building masters, craftsmen and clients referred to. One
point of analysis would be the social class of the building owner, but the archi-
tectural remains from the 16" and 17" centuries belong nearly completely to the
upper strata of the city. However from the 18" and 19" centuries, many houses
survive that allow us a view into domestic architecture in a demographically
more representative manner. Hence, 1 will focus here on different cultural refer-
ences, crafismen and owners, who took their models and patterns of adoption
from the Ottoman centuries. The geographical framework of this discussion will
be the city of Damascus.

As its historical framework changed, quite different ideas conceming the style
of construction and decoration, and of urban organisation and patronage, were
applied in the course of the four Ottoman centuries. The siigs, houses, bammams,
madrasas, kbans, administrative buildings and mosques of Damascus are appro-
priate examples through which we can examine the characteristics of urban insti-
tutions at that time. From the 16" until the 18" centuries, the urban skyline be-
came marked by wide-spanned domes and variations on the typical Ottoman
“pencil-shaped minarets™. Later it was largely modemized by reformed urban in-
stitutions at the fin de siécle. Judging from the architectural remains, three differ-
ent stages can be roughly identified:

1 For Aleppo: Jean-Claude David, “Le consulat de France i Alep sous Louis XIV. Témoins
architecturaux, descriptions par les consuls et les mﬁralﬂ:un." Res Orientales, V111 (1996), 13-
24.; for Sidon: Stefan Weber, "An Egyptian ga‘a in 16™ ct. Damascus. Representative Halls
n Late Mamluk and Early Ottoman Residential Architecture in Synia and Lebanon.” In:
From Handaxe to Kban, Essays Presented to Peder Mortensen on the Occasion of bis 70% Birthday,
eds. Kjeld von Folsach, Henrik Thrane, Ingolf Thuesen, Aarhus (2004) 273 ff. The French
consul in Sidon lived in a house with a reception hall (g#a), built by Fakhr al-Din al-
Ma‘ni in the early 17 century and deseribed by the French traveller D'Arvicux, who lived
in Sidon between 1658 and 1665, The cross-like plan of the gi‘a, marked by a dome in its
centre and four raised living units (here: fwin) in the arms, is a typical form of upper class
Ottoman reception halls (just the furmniture was different), Like the gi‘a of the French con-
sul in Sidon, the reception room of the Kastaflis family, who served as consuls for differ-
ent nations, was of the same layout and probably erected by a local dignitary around 1600,
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I. The 16" and early 17 Centuries: The Creation of Ottoman City Centres
2. The 18" Century: The Age of the Ayan
3. The 19" and early 20th Centuries: The modernization of Urban Institutions

One can distinguish certain architectural trends in the different periods of Ot-
toman rule, but also the ways of resistance, integration, imitation, adoption, in-
spiration and creation of new cultural patterns are quite diverse from case to
case. Thus not only cultural references to which craftsmen and patrons referred,
will be discussed here, but various patterns of cultural adoption will also be of
interest. The first century of Ottoman rule serves as a folio to elucidate these
processes in the moment of contact among different architectural cultures,

1. The 16" and early 17% Centuries:
The Creation of Ottoman City Centres

Immediately after the Ottoman conquest in 1516, the Ottoman State—or, rather,
the elite ruling in its name—left its mark by engaging in extensive building activi-
ties.* During the first century after the conquest, new “Ottoman™ centres grew in

4 For the city’s architectural development in the time see: Antoine Abdel Nour, Introduction
a PHistorre Urbaine de la Syrie Ottomane (XVF-XVIIF siéde), Beirut : Librairie orientale1982;
Dons Behrens-Abouseif: Egvpr's Adpestment to Ottomman Rude: Institutions, Wagf and Architec-
ture in Carro, (16%-17* century), Leiden: Brill 1994; André Raymond, “The Ottoman Con-
quest and the Development of the Great Arab Towns™, JfTS, 1, (1979/80), 84-101 and
André Raymond, Grandes Villes Arabes a UEpogque Ottomane, Paris: Sindbad 1985, For Da-
mascus sce: Jean -Paul Pascual, Damas i la Fin du XVF Sitcle d'apris Trois Actes de Wigf O
{omans, Damas: Institut Frangais d'Etudes Arabes de Damas 1983; Cigdem Kafescioglu,
“In the Image of Rim: Ottoman Architectural Patronage in Sixteenth-Century Aleppo and
Damascus”, Mugarnas 16 (1999), 70-96; Michael Meinecke, “Die osmanische Architektur
des 16. Jahrhunderts in Damaskus”, in: Fifth International Congress of Turkish Art, Budapest
1975, ed. Geza Fehér, Budapest: Akad. Kiado 1978, 575-595; Stefan Weber, “The Creation
of Ottoman Damascus. Architecture and Urban Development of Damascus in the 16
and 17 centuries”, ARAM 9 & 10 (1997-1998), 431470, Recently an extensive documen-
tation of the 16" century by Marianne Boqyvist, Architecture et Développement Urbain & Da-
mas de la Conguéte Ottomane (9220/1516-17) & la Fondation du Wagl de Murad Pacha
(1017h/1607-08), PhD thesis, Paris 2005. Dorothée Sack gives an overview of the city’s de-
velopment in Ottoman times in: Damaskus, Entwicklung wnd Strukturen eimer oriemtalisch-
islamischen Stadt, Manz: von Zabern 1989, 31 ff. Compare for Aleppo: Jean-Claude David,
“Domaines et imites de I"architecture d'empire dans une capitale provinciale.® REMMM
62 (1991), 169-194; Jean-Claude David, “Le Patrimoine, Architecture et Espaces, Pratiques
et Comportements. Les souks et les khans d'Alep.” REMMM 73-74 (1994) 189-205; Heinz
Gaube and Eugen Wirth, Aleppo, Historische und geograpbische Beitrige zur banlichen Gestal-
tung, zur sozidglen Organisation and zur wirtschaftlichen Dynamik einer vorderasiatischen Fermban-
delsmetropole, Wiesbaden: Reichert 1984; André Raymond, La Ville Arabe, Alep, & ['Epoque
Ottomane (XVIeXVIIF stécles), Damas: Institut Frangais d’Etudes Arabes de Damas 1998;
and recently: Heghnar Z. Watenpaugh, The fmage of an Ottoman City: Imperial Architecture
and Urban Experience in Aleppo in the 16” and 17" Centuries, Leiden:Brill 2004. For Jerusalem
see Sylvia Auld and Robert Hillenbrand, Ottoman ferusalem, the Living City: 1517-1917,
London: Aleajir World of Islam Trust 2000. For Sidon see: Stefan Weber, “An Aghi, a




















































































